21" CENTURY CURES DISCUSSION DOCUMENT

In April 2014, Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton (R-MI) partnered with Rep. Diana DeGette (D-
CO) to launch the 21* Century Cures initiative. It has been reported that among the 10,000 known diseases, 7,000 of
which are considered rare, there are treatments for only 500. According to Dr. Francis Collins, Director of the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), it now takes “around 14 years and $2 billion or more” to develop a new drug and “more than
95 percent of [such] drugs fail during development.” Over the course of the last year, patients, providers, innovators,
regulators, and researchers from around the country have provided a wide range of specific ideas on how Congress can
help accelerate the discovery, development, and delive promising new treatments and cures for patients and maintain
our nation’s standing as the biomedical innoya aile it remains a work in progress, the
leglslatlve language included in the diseuss ed on ding proposals authored by both
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Finally, Title V consists of policies developed to encourage anufacturing technologies here in the United States
as well as provisions intended to update certain medical deV1ce regulatlons

CONCLUSION
This discussion document marks a new point in the conversation, but it is one that is far from over. Prior to introduction

and throughout the legislative process, all interested stakeholders are encouraged to submit specific suggestions about
how to improve the legislation to cures@mail.house.gov.




